Order of Worship
August 25th, 2019
“God speaks to us: not only to move us to do what he wants, but to enable us to know him so that we may
love him. Therefore, God sends his word to us in the character of both information and invitation. It comes
to woo us as well as to instruct us; it not merely puts us in the picture of what God has done and is doing
but also calls us into personal communion with the loving Lord himself.”
JI Packer, Knowing God, 110.
“People often think of Christianity as a kind of bargain in which God says “If you keep a lot of rules, I’ll
reward you, and if you don’t, I’ll do the other thing.” I don’t think that is the best way of looking at it. I
would much rather say that every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, that part
of you that chooses, into something a little different than it was before. And taking your life as a whole
with all your innumerable choices all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing into a heavenly
creature or into a hellish creature, either into a creature that is in harmony with God, and other creatures
and with itself or else into one that is in a state of war with God and with other creatures and itself. To be
the one kind of creature is heaven, that is joy and peace and knowledge and power. To be the other means
madness, horror, idiocy, rage, impotence, and eternal loneliness. Each of us at each moment is progressing
to the one state or the other.”
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Immortal, Invisible
Call to Worship

Come Ye Sinners
Cornerstone
Call to Confession
Confession of Sin
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you.
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy.
We have not loved you with a pure heart,
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves.
We have not done justice, loved mercy, or walked humbly with you, our God.
Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness.
In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us

with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Silent Confession
Assurance of Pardon
“While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand
was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the
guilt of my sin. There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
Psalm 32:3-5, Romans 8:1

How Rich a Treasure We Possess
Missions Moment

Josh and Kristi Smith
*Children ages 3-5 are dismissed to their worship class.*

Passing of the Peace of Christ
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.
Welcome and Prayers of the People

John Lenham

Offering and Doxology
Life Together

David Speakman

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD
“Choose Wisdom”
20

Wisdom cries aloud in the street,
in the markets she raises her voice;
21 at the head of the noisy streets she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:
22 “How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?
23 If you turn at my reproof,
behold, I will pour out my spirit to you;
I will make my words known to you.
24 Because I have called and you refused to listen,
have stretched out my hand and no one has heeded,
25 because you have ignored all my counsel

David Speakman

and would have none of my reproof,
I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when terror strikes you,
27 when terror strikes you like a storm
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.
28 Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me diligently but will not find me.
29
Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the LORD,
30 would have none of my counsel
and despised all my reproof,
31 therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way,
and have their fill of their own devices.
32 For the simple are killed by their turning away,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;
33 but whoever listens to me will dwell secure
and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.”
26

Proverbs 1: 20-33

1

Wisdom has built her house;
she has hewn her seven pillars.
2 She has slaughtered her beasts; she has mixed her wine;
she has also set her table.
3 She has sent out her young women to call
from the highest places in the town,
4 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
To him who lacks sense she says,
5 “Come, eat of my bread
and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6 Leave your simple ways, and live,
and walk in the way of insight.”

Proverbs 9: 1-6

13

The woman Folly is loud;
she is seductive and knows nothing.
14 She sits at the door of her house;
she takes a seat on the highest places of the town,
15
calling to those who pass by,
who are going straight on their way,
16 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!”
And to him who lacks sense she says,
17 “Stolen water is sweet,
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”
18 But he does not know that the dead are there,
that her guests are in the depths of Sheol.

Proverbs 9: 13-18

*Children return to join their families*
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE
Leader: The Lord be with you.

All:

And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

All:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Leader: Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith.

All:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Lord’s Supper Instructions
 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and
resurrection alone for his or her redemption.
 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements.
 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of
intinction where you dip the bread in the wine.
 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms.
 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they
have met with and been approved by the Session.
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely,
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.
Amen.
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me,
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing,
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Christ is Mine Forevermore
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD

And Can It Be
Benediction
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing so that by the power of the Holy Spirit
you may abound in hope.”
Romans 15: 13

