
Order of Worship 
August 4th, 2019 

 
“On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does 
anyone have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one believe 
a word of it? The churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of 
TNT to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to wear ladies' straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should 
all be wearing crash helmets."  

Annie Dillard 
   

“The meritocracy gives you brands to attach to—your prestigious school, your nice job title—which work 
well as status markers and seem to replace the urgent need to find out who you are.”  

David Brooks 
  

“[we] are overwhelmed by a sense of frustration and bewilderment and a general loss of direction in 
life...[we] ask about the purpose of living. Do we exist merely in order to eat, drink, sleep, work, and die? 
Or is there meaning to life?...Why [are we] here in this world? Skillfully using a well-known passage in 
Psalm 8, our author reminds his readers that man is not as he was meant to be.”  

Raymond Brown 
  

"We're all gonna die."  
Sufjan Stevens 

  
  
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Crown Him with Many Crowns 
  
Call to Worship 

  
King of Saints 
  
Living Hope 

  
  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  
Gracious God, 
Our sins are too heavy to carry, 
too real to hide, 
too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
what our hearts can no longer bear, 
and what has become for us 
a consuming fire of judgment. 
Set us free from a past that we cannot change; 
open us to a future in which we can be changed; 
and grant us mercy to grow more and more  



in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Equip us, your cherished children, to be your disciples.  
Amen. 
  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  
Hear the good news: 
This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
that we might be dead to sin, 
and alive to all that is good. 

based on 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24 
  
  

Before the Throne of God Above 
  
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  
  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                               Larry McGee 

  
Offering and Doxology                                                                            
  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                          
All: And also with you. 

  
Life Together                                                                                                         Delane Clark 
  
ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
“Waking Up to God’s Presence”                                                                   Austin Pfeiffer 
  
1 Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2 For 
since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received 
a just retribution, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the 
Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders 
and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. 
  
5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking. 6 It has been 
testified somewhere, 
  

“What is man, that you are mindful of him, 
or the son of man, that you care for him? 

7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; 
you have crowned him with glory and honor, 



8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
  
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the 
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace 
of God he might taste death for everyone. 
  
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should 
make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, 
  

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 

  
13 And again, 
  

“I will put my trust in him.” 
  
And again, 
  

“Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
  
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that 
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, 
but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so 
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted. 

Hebrews 2 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  



 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 
intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  

 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

Jerusalem 
  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me 
  
Benediction 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, 
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.”  

Hebrews 13:20-21  
  
 


