
Order of Worship 

September 15th, 2019 
  

“A religion that costs nothing is worth nothing! A cheap Christianity, without a cross, will prove in the 
end a useless Christianity, without a crown.” 

J.C. Ryle 
  
“You can survive on your own.  You can grow strong on your own. You can even prevail on your own.  But 
you cannot become human on your own.  Surely that is why, in Jesus’ sad joke, the rich man has as hard a 
time getting into Paradise as that camel through the needle’s eye.  Because with his credit card in his 
pocket, the rich man is so effective at getting for himself everything that he needs that he does not see that 
what he needs more than anything else in the world can be had only as a gift.  He does not see that the one 
thing a clenched fist cannot do is accept, even from God himself, a helping hand.” 

Frederick Buechner 
  

“Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor; 

Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor.” 

Frank Houghton 
  
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  
  

All Creatures of Our God and King 
  
  
Call to Worship 

  
  
What a Beautiful Name It Is 
  
  
‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus 

  
  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  
Father in heaven, you made us to know you, enjoy you, and join you in your work in this world. We humbly 
confess that we often prefer our convenience, our joy, our control - our way in this world. 
  
Forgive us for the times we have failed you in this: 
   For the fears we have let paralyze us. 
   For the comfort we have sinfully sought and nursed. 



   For our hesitancy to invite others to know you. 
   For our hard-heartedness to those around us. 
Forgive us, and fill us with your Spirit. 
Give us great boldness to follow you into the world.  
  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 
his Son cleanses us from all sin . . . If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 1 John 1: 7,9 
  
  
Jesus Paid It All 

  
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  
  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                               Tiffany Hunt 

  
  

Offering and Doxology                                                                                     Give Me Jesus 
  
  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                          
All: And also with you. 

  
Life Together                                                                                                  David Speakman 
  
ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
“Open Arms”                                                                                                   David Speakman 
  
1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received 
the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 
“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 
5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, 
being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed 
animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; 
kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 
But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10 This 
happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three 
men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with 
them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 
And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who 
is called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 
15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 16 And I remembered the 



word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was I that I could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified 
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Acts 11:1-18 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 

intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 



  
  

  
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

Lead on, O King Eternal 
  
Benediction 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”  

Numbers 6: 24-26 
  
 


