
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2019 
 

Witness Unhindered: 
“Open Arms” 
Acts 11: 1-18 

 
 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“A religion that costs nothing is worth nothing! A cheap Christianity, without a cross, will prove in the end 
a useless Christianity, without a crown.” - J.C. Ryle 
 
“You can survive on your own.  You can grow strong on your own. You can even prevail on your own.  But 
you cannot become human on your own.  Surely that is why, in Jesus’ sad joke, the rich man has as hard a 
time getting into Paradise as that camel through the needle’s eye.  Because with his credit card in his 
pocket, the rich man is so effective at getting for himself everything that he needs that he does not see that 
what he needs more than anything else in the world can be had only as a gift.  He does not see that the one 
thing a clenched fist cannot do is accept, even from God himself, a helping hand.” - Frederick Buechner 
 
“Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor; 
Thrones for a manger didst surrender, 
Sapphire-paved courts for stable floor. 
Thou who wast rich beyond all splendor, 
All for love’s sake becamest poor.” - Frank Houghton 
 
 
Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 
lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 
➢ Food can unite or divide. What has been your experience with each side of that coin? Is there 

a time when you had to get over a food aversion in order to maintain fellowship? 
 

➢ What is your mental picture or understanding of a typical Christian person or family?  
○ How does the fact that the profile of the most typical Christian in our times is most 

likely a non-white woman walking a dirt road to a shnaty-town church challenge 
and/or help you? 

○ What must have the Jerusalem Christians been dealing with as Peter reported the 
conversion of the Gentiles? 

 
➢ Why must the opening of our arms as a church be more than theological? 

○ What are some concrete expressions of open arms for you? For Hope church? 
 

➢ Why is the opening of arms so costly? 
○ How does the struggle of Peter in progressive sanctification help in terms of being 

patient and vigilant? 
 

➢ Is there a specific person or group of people God is leading you to embrace with open arms? 
 


