
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2019 
 

Witness Unhindered: 
“The Can-Have, Do-Need Gospel” 

Acts 10: 1-8, 30-48 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“There’s a direct correlation between the accuracy of our memory and the effectiveness of our mission.  If 
we’re not teaching people how to be saved, it’s perhaps because we’ve forgotten the tragedy of being lost. 
If we’re not teaching the message of forgiveness, it may be because we don’t remember what it was like to 
be guilty. And if we’re not preaching the cross, it could be that we’ve subconsciously decided that—God 
forbid—somehow we don’t need it.” - Max Lucado 
 
“Beautiful people do not just happen.” - Elisabeth Kübler-Ross 
 
“There has been a long tradition which sees the mission of the Church primarily as obedience to a 
command.  It has been customary to speak of ‘the missionary mandate.’  This way of putting the matter is 
certainly not without justification, and yet it seems to me that it misses the point.  It tends to make mission 
a burden rather than a joy, to make it part of the law rather than part of the gospel.  If one looks at the 
New Testament evidence one gets another impression.  Mission begins with a kind of explosion of joy.  The 
news that the rejected and crucified Jesus is alive is something that cannot possibly be suppressed.  It must 
be told.  Who could be silent about such a fact?  The mission of the Church in the pages of the New 
Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, a radioactive fallout which is not lethal but 
life-giving.” - Lesslie Newbigin 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 
lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 
➢ What is your reaction to the Max Lucado quotation above? 

○ Why is it easy to forget the tragedy of being lost? 
○ Why do we gravitate towards believing that we do not need the cross of Christ? 
○ How do those tendencies relate to our participation in the mission God is busy doing? 

 
➢ Newgibin describes mission as beginning with a “kind of explosion of joy”. 

○ Is this your experience? Why? Why not? 
○ How would moving into the world vocationally and missionally from a launching pad 

of joy change you and your actions? 
○ What gets in the way? 

 
➢ Peter and the early church struggled to believe and practice that anyone could have the 

Gospel - especially the Gentile outsiders. 
○ Who do you and we as a church/culture lump into the “cannot have” category? 
○ Why? What does that say about who we think we are? 

 
➢ We and the current church struggle to believe and practice that everyone needs the Gospel - 

especially capable, stable, educated, virtuous people. 
○ What is the friction with calling people to conversion? 
○ Why does that friction exist? What does that say about who we think we are? 

 


