
Order of Worship 

November 10th, 2019 
  

“I do not understand the mystery of grace – only that it meets us where we are and does not leave us where 
it found us.”  

Anne Lamott 
  
  

“Longing for God arises in every human soul because it is part of the soul’s standard equipment. We have 
been endowed by our Creator with a sensus divinitatis (‘a sense of divinity’), wrote John Calvin, and 
everywhere in the world, even when it expresses itself as idolatry, the sense of divinity is the seed of 
religion. God has made us for himself. Our sense of God runs in us like a stream, even though we divert it 
toward other objects. We human beings want God even when we think that what we really want is a green 
valley, or a good time from our past, or a loved one. Of course we do want these things and persons, but we 
also want what lies behind them. Our ‘inconsolable secret,’ says C.S. Lewis, is that we are full of yearnings, 
sometimes shy and sometimes passionate, that point us beyond the things of earth to the ultimate reality 
of God.”  

Cornelius Plantinga 
  
  

“You don’t experience God; you get to know him . . . You enjoy him. He is, after all, a person.”  
Paul Miller  

  
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
  
Call to Worship                                                                                                    Psalm 113:1-3  

  
Let Us Adore 
  
Anchor of Hope 

  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  
Our good God and Father,  
We confess that we have placed more weight in our pious words than in our privilege to serve each other 
in love. We have often found ourselves adding to the noise of this world as we chase our selfish ambitions 
and our feeble attempts to impress each other. We have not been patient with our family members. We 
have not been kind to those under our care. We have looked down on others and have not cheerfully 
submitted to the guidance of our brothers and sisters in the Lord. We have not forgiven as you have 
forgiven us. We have been slow to protect, reluctant to trust, passive in building hope, and have easily 
given up on those you have placed alongside us in the faith. In short, we have failed to love your body and 
its members as you have commanded. We have avoided this most excellent way.  
 
Please forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

based on I Corinthians 13:1-7 



  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  
While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand 
was heavy upon me; My strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to 
you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave 
the guilt of my sin … Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun! 

based on Psalm 32 and 2 Cor 5:17 
  

Christ is Mine Forevermore 
  
Covenant of Membership 

Gail Earli 
Michael and Olivia Hughes 

Emily Perry 
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  

Passing of the Peace of Christ 
Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                          
All: And also with you. 
  

Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                                    John Petty 
  

Offering and Doxology                                                                                           Ode to Joy     
  
Life Together                                                                                                  David Speakman 
  
ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
“Knowing the Known God”                                                                        David Speakman 
  
16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the 
city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the 
marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, 
“He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19 
And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is 
that you are presenting? 20 For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what 
these things mean.” 21 Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in 
nothing except telling or hearing something new. 
  
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you 
are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar 
with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 



place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 
not far from each one of us, 28 for 
  

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
  
as even some of your own poets have said, 
  

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 
  
29 Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world 
in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.” 
  
32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you 
again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But some men joined him and believed, among 
whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris and others with them. 

Acts 17:16-34  
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 
 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  

 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 
intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 



Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

  
King of Kings 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

Love Divine All Loves Excelling   
  
Benediction 
May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope.                                                                                      Romans 15:13  
  
 


