
Order of Worship 

November 24th, 2019 
  

“We all long for Eden and are constantly glimpsing it: our whole nature is soaked with the sense 
of exile.”  

J.R.R. Tolkien 
  
 
“The enthusiasms of my conversion have worn off. For whole stretches since the dream, since the 
baptism, my belief has faltered, my sense of God’s closeness has grown strained, my efforts at 
living in accord with what I take to be the call of the gospel have come undone.... Once upon a 
time, I thought I had arrived. Now I have arrived at a middle.”  

Lauren Winner, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis 
  
 
“In Jesus Christ we witness the long-awaited vindication and effective demonstration of God’s 
kingship in the world.  The coming of Christ is the climax of the whole history of redemption as 
recorded in the Scriptures. The rightful king has established a beachhead in his territory and calls 
on his subjects to press his claims ever farther in creation.”  

Al Wolters, Creation Regained 
  
 
“Is there nothing to sing about today? Then borrow a song from tomorrow; sing of what is yet to 
be.”  

Charles Spurgeon 
  

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Crown Him with Many Crowns 
  
Call to Worship                                                                                           Colossians 1:13-14  

  
Come Thou Almighty King 
  
Holy, Holy, Holy 

  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  

Our good God and Father,  
We confess that we have placed more weight in our pious words  
than in our privilege to serve each other in love.  
We have often found ourselves adding to the noise of this world  
as we chase our selfish ambitions and our feeble attempts to impress each other.  
We have not been patient with our family members.  
We have not been kind to those under our care.  
We have looked down on others and have not cheerfully submitted  



to the guidance of our brothers and sisters in the Lord.  
We have not forgiven as you have forgiven us.  
We have been slow to protect, reluctant to trust, passive in building hope,  
and have easily given up on those you have placed alongside us in the faith.  
In short, we have failed to love your body and its members as you have commanded.  
We have avoided this most excellent way.  
Please forgive us for Jesus’ sake. 

based on I Corinthians 13:1-7 
  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  

While I kept silent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; 
My strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. 
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, 
and I did not hide my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” 
and you forgave the guilt of my sin . . .  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
The old life has gone; 
a new life has begun!                                                              based on Psalm 32 and 2 Cor 5:17 

  
Jesus Paid It All 

  
*Children ages 3-5 are dismissed to their worship class.* 

  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                          Kelly Whitener 

  
Offering and Doxology                                             Come ,Ye Thankful People, Come  
  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                          
All: And also with you. 

  
Life Together                                                                                                  David Speakman 
  

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  

“How to Live in the Middle of the Story”                                               David Speakman 
  

14b And so we came to Rome. 15 And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as the Forum 
of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 And when 
we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who guarded him. 
  

17 After three days he called together the local leaders of the Jews, and when they had gathered, he said to 
them, “Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet I was 
delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. 18 When they had examined me, they 
wished to set me at liberty, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But because the 
Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar—though I had no charge to bring against my nation. 20 
For this reason, therefore, I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is because of the hope of 
Israel that I am wearing this chain.” 21 And they said to him, “We have received no letters from Judea about 



you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken any evil about you. 22 But we desire to 
hear from you what your views are, for with regard to this sect we know that everywhere it is spoken 
against.” 
  

23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From 
morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them 
about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 24 And some were convinced by what he 
said, but others disbelieved. 25 And disagreeing among themselves, they departed after Paul had made one 
statement: “The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the prophet: 
  

 26 “‘Go to this people, and say, 
 “You will indeed hear but never understand, 
  and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 
 27 For this people's heart has grown dull, 
  and with their ears they can barely hear, 
  and their eyes they have closed; 
 lest they should see with their eyes 
  and hear with their ears 
 and understand with their heart 
  and turn, and I would heal them.’ 
  

28 Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.” 
  

30 He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaiming 
the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance.  

Acts 28:14b-31  
Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 

intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 
pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  



Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

  
How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

Lead On O King Eternal 
  
Benediction 
May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
you may abound in hope.                                                                                      Romans 15:13  
  

 


