
Life Groups @ Hope Fall 2019 
 

Witness Unhindered: 
“Living as the Blood-Bought Church” 

Acts 20: 17-38 
 

 
Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 
 
“Ministry is not first about telling people what to do, but about telling them who they are, so that 
obedience will flow out of celebration.” - Paul David Tripp 
 
“It shouldn’t be an easy walk from the pew to the weight bench, but it is made easy by a Christianity that 
looks more like a spiritual fitness program than a Gospel balm . . . The church is not like CrossFit; it is more 
like the hospital, or even the morgue. It is not a place where bad people go to be made good, but a place 
where bad people are loved in their badness.” - Conor Gwin, “My Church is Not CrossFit” 

“The church is not in the world to teach sinners how to straighten up and fly right. That’s the world’s 
business; and on the whole it does a fairly competent—even gleefully aggressive—job of it. The church is 
supposed to be in the forgiveness business. Its job in filling pulpits is to find derelict nobodies who are 
willing to admit that they’re sinners and mean it. It’s supposed to take sheep who can be nothing but lost 
… and stand them up to proclaim that lostness, deadness, uselessness, and nothingness are God’s cup of 
tea. The church’s job is not to go around implying that those desperate states are conditions we must get 
over as quickly as possible once we’ve been found; its true work is to invite us all to go moonstruck over the 
news that the one operative consideration in our life is the Passion of the Finder to find.” - Robert Farrar 
Capon 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 
 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 
lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 
➢ Consider Gwin’s assertion from above. 

○ Why shouldn’t the walk away from pew to the weight bench be “easy”? 
○ What do you find yourself and others drawn to for community, identity, and life 

outside of the church? 
 

➢ The passage from Acts places a heavy emphasis on the need for shepherding and oversight in 
the life of the church and individual discipleship. 

○ What is attractive about that dynamic for you? 
○ What is not so attractive about that dynamic for you? 

 
➢ The sermon presented the notion that the single most important thing you can do for 

yourself and your family to grow spiritually is to commit yourself to attending Sunday 
morning worship every Sunday - that we should be expectant for God to shape us through 
that more than anything else. 

○ What do you make of that claim? 
○ What complicates regular presence and participation in church for you? 
○ Is showing up for worship a decision you make once, or is it a decision you make every 

week? 
 

➢ What is the relationship between being pulled together as the church and being propelled 
outward in mission? 


