
Order of Worship 

January 26th, 2020 
  

“If God were not angry at injustice and deception and did not make a final end to violence- that God would 
not be worthy of worship… If I don’t believe that there is a God who will eventually put all things right, I 
will take up the sword and will be sucked into the endless vortex of retaliation.  Only if I am sure that 
there’s a God who will right all wrongs and settle all accounts perfectly do I have the power to refrain.”  

Miroslav Volf, Exclusion and Embrace 
  
“Think how we feel when we see someone we love ravaged by unwise actions or relationships.  Do we 
respond with benign tolerance as we might towards strangers? Far from it . . . Anger isn’t the opposite of 
love.  Hate is, and the final form of hate is indifference . . . God’s wrath is not a cranky explosion, but his 
settled opposition to the cancer . . . which is eating out the insides of the human race he loves with his 
whole being.”  

Rebecca Manley Pippert 
  

This life, therefore, is 
not righteousness but growth in righteousness 

not health but healing 
not being but becoming 
not rest but exercise. 

We are not what we shall be, but we are growing toward it. 
The process is not yet finished, but it is going on; 

This is not the end, but it is the road. 
All does not gleam in glory but all is being purified.  

Martin Luther 
  
GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Come Thou Fount 
  
Call to Worship                                               
  

Rising Sun 
  
Sovereign Over Us 

  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  
O Father, we are gathered before You, the Maker of Heaven and Earth,  

whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite,  

to confess that we have sinned in thought and word and deed;  

we have not loved You with all our heart and soul,  

we have not loved You with all our mind and strength;  

we have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves.  

In Your mercy, deepen our sorrow for the wrong we have done  



and for the good we have left undone,  

so that we may hate our sin with a holy hatred.  

But, please, Father, do not leave us in sorrow.  

With You, O Lord, there is forgiveness.  

In Your mercy, restore the joy of our salvation;  

so that we may love You with a holy love. Amen. 

  

Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  
“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness that 
you may be feared . . . He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  

Psalm 130:3-4 and Colossians 1:13-14  
  

   
His Mercy Is More 

  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                         
All: And also with you. 
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                            John Lenham 
  
Offering and Doxology                                          Laden With Guilt and Full of Fears 
  
Life Together                                                                                               David Speakman 
  
ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  
“The Forward Spiral”                                                                                David Speakman 
  

6 When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession 
of the land. 7 And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who 
outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great work that the LORD had done for Israel. 8 And Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of 110 years. 9 And they buried him within the boundaries 
of his inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the mountain of Gaash. 10 And 
all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And there arose another generation after them who 
did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. 

  
11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. 12 And they 

abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They went 
after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. 
And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the 
Ashtaroth. 14 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, 
who plundered them. And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no 
longer withstand their enemies. 15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them 



for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress. 
  
16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them. 17 

Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They 
soon turned aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of 
the LORD, and they did not do so. 18 Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with 
the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was 
moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and oppressed them. 19 But whenever the 
judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them 
and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 20 So the anger 
of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant 
that I commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, 21 I will no longer drive out before them any 
of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 22 in order to test Israel by them, whether they will take care 
to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers did, or not.” 23 So the LORD left those nations, not driving 
them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of Joshua. 

  
1 Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel who had not 

experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2 It was only in order that the generations of the people of Israel might 
know war, to teach war to those who had not known it before. 3 These are the nations: the five lords of the 
Philistines and all the Canaanites and the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from 
Mount Baal-hermon as far as Lebo-hamath. 4 They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel 
would obey the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. 5 
So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, 
and the Jebusites. 6 And their daughters they took to themselves for wives, and their own daughters they 
gave to their sons, and they served their gods. 

Judges 2:6-3:6 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten-free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  

 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 
intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 



pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session. 
  

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 
Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

  
Upon a Life I Have Not Lived 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

All Must Be Well 
  
Benediction 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you may abound in hope!” 

Romans 15:13 
  
 


