
Order of Worship 

February 16th, 2020 
  

“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most 
adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, 
that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all . . . it is God upon the throne 
that we love to preach.  It is God upon His throne whom we trust.”  

Charles Spurgeon 
  

“It is said of God that no one can behold his face and live. I always thought this meant that no one could 
see his splendor and live. A friend said perhaps it meant that no one could see his sorrow and live. Or 
perhaps his sorrow is splendor. And great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the God 
who suffers with us did not strike some mighty blow of power but sent his beloved son to suffer like us, 
through his suffering to redeem us from suffering and evil. Instead of explaining our suffering God shares 
it.” 

Nicholas Wolterstorff 
  
“When opponents do their worst, and we’re still standing for Christ, that is ‘a clear sign,’ a prophetic 
warning, that God is with us. For example, when the Empress Eudoxia, in the fourth century, threatened 
John Chrysostom with banishment, he told her, ‘You cannot banish me, for this world is my Father’s 
house.’ ‘But I will kill you,’ she said. ‘No, you cannot, for my life is hidden with Christ in God.’ ‘Then I will 
take away your treasures.’ ‘No, you cannot, for my treasure is in heaven, and my heart is there.’ ‘But I will 
drive you away from your friends, and you will have no one left.’ ‘No, you cannot, for I have a friend in 
heaven from whom you cannot separate me. I defy you, for there is nothing you can do to harm me.’” 

Ray Ortlund 
  

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Nothing But the Blood 
  
  
Call to Worship                              2 Corinthians 3:16-18 
  
Holy Spirit 
  
Revelation Song 

  
  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  

O Father, we are gathered before You, the Maker of Heaven and Earth,  
whose chosen dwelling place is with the broken and contrite,  
to confess that we have sinned in thought and word and deed;  
we have not loved You with all our heart and soul,  
we have not loved You with all our mind and strength;  
we have not even loved our neighbor as ourselves.  
In Your mercy, deepen our sorrow for the wrong we have done  
and for the good we have left undone,  



so that we may hate our sin with a holy hatred.  
But, please, Father, do not leave us in sorrow.  
With You, O Lord, there is forgiveness.  
In Your mercy, restore the joy of our salvation;  
so that we may love You with a holy love. Amen. 
  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 
  

“If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness that 
you may be feared . . . He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom 
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  

Psalm 130:3-4 and Colossians 1:13-14  
   

Arise, My Soul Arise 
  
  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                         
All: And also with you. 
  
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  
  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                         Jennifer Keller 
  
Offering and Doxology                                                                   House of God Forever 
  
Life Together                                                                                               David Speakman 
  

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  

“Sovereignty That Demands A Response”                                          David Speakman 
  

1 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD after Ehud died. 2 And the 
LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The commander of his army 
was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-hagoyim. 3 Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD for help, for 
he had 900 chariots of iron and he oppressed the people of Israel cruelly for twenty years. 

  

4 Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that time. 5 She used to sit 
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the people of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-
naphtali and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you, ‘Go, gather your men at 
Mount Tabor, taking 10,000 from the people of Naphtali and the people of Zebulun. 7 And I will draw out 
Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the river Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and I 
will give him into your hand’?” 8 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, I will go, but if you will not go 
with me, I will not go.” 9 And she said, “I will surely go with you. Nevertheless, the road on which you are 
going will not lead to your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then Deborah 
arose and went with Barak to Kedesh. 10 And Barak called out Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. And 10,000 
men went up at his heels, and Deborah went up with him. 

  

11 Now Heber the Kenite had separated from the Kenites, the descendants of Hobab the father-in-law of 



Moses, and had pitched his tent as far away as the oak in Zaanannim, which is near Kedesh. 
  

12 When Sisera was told that Barak the son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 13 Sisera called out 
all his chariots, 900 chariots of iron, and all the men who were with him, from Harosheth-hagoyim to the 
river Kishon. 14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has given Sisera 
into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?” So Barak went down from Mount Tabor with 
10,000 men following him. 15 And the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and all his army before Barak 
by the edge of the sword. And Sisera got down from his chariot and fled away on foot. 16 And Barak pursued 
the chariots and the army to Harosheth-hagoyim, and all the army of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; 
not a man was left. 

  

17 But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there was peace 
between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. 18 And Jael came out to meet Sisera and 
said to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not be afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, 
and she covered him with a rug. 19 And he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” 
So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. 20 And he said to her, “Stand at the 
opening of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say, ‘No.’” 21 But Jael the wife of 
Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went softly to him and drove the peg into 
his temple until it went down into the ground while he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he 
died. 22 And behold, as Barak was pursuing Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, “Come, and I 
will show you the man whom you are seeking.” So he went in to her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with 
the tent peg in his temple. 

  

23 So on that day God subdued Jabin the king of Canaan before the people of Israel. 24 And the hand of 
the people of Israel pressed harder and harder against Jabin the king of Canaan, until they destroyed Jabin 
king of Canaan. 

Judges 4:1-24 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God! 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten-free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 

intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 



pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  

 
Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

  
Here is Love 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 
  
Benediction 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
you may abound in hope!” 

Romans 15:13 
  

 


