
Life Groups @ Hope Winter 2020 

 

Judges: R-rated Redemption 

“Tent-Peg Salvation” 

Judges 4: 1-24 

 

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 

 

“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most adverse 

circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that 

Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all . . . it is God upon the throne that we 

love to preach.  It is God upon His throne whom we trust.” - Charles Spurgeon 

 

“It is said of God that no one can behold his face and live. I always thought this meant that no one could see 

his splendor and live. A friend said perhaps it meant that no one could see his sorrow and live. Or perhaps his 

sorrow is splendor. And great mystery: to redeem our brokenness and lovelessness the God who suffers with 

us did not strike some mighty blow of power but sent his beloved son to suffer like us, through his suffering 

to redeem us from suffering and evil. Instead of explaining our suffering God shares it.” - Nicholas Wolterstorff 

 

“When opponents do their worst, and we’re still standing for Christ, that is ‘clear sign,’ a prophetic warning, 

that God is with us.  For example, when the Empress Eudoxia, in the fourth century, threatened John 

Chrysostom with banishment, he told her, ‘You cannot banish me, for this world is my Father’s house.’  ‘But I 

will kill you,’ she said.  ‘No, you cannot, for my life is hidden with Christ in God.’  ‘Then I will take away your 

treasures.’  ‘No, you cannot, for my treasure is in heaven, and my heart is there.’  ‘But I will drive you away 

from your friends, and you will have no one left.’  ‘No, you cannot, for I have a friend in heaven from whom 

you cannot separate me.  I defy you, for there is nothing you can do to harm me.’” - Ray Ortlund 

 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there lingering 

questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 

➢ This passage, once again, places us in confrontation with the discipline and deliverance of God. 

○ Compare and contrast God’s deliverance through Othniel and Ehud and now Deborah and 

Barak. 

■ How are they similar? How are they unique? 

■ With whom do you identify with most? Least? Why? 

 

➢ God’s sovereignty in salvation and vindication form the backbone of the passage. 

○ Interact with Spurgeon’s assertion that there is no attribute of God more comforting for his 

children than his sovereignty. Do you agree? Why? 

■ Are there current afflictions/trials that cause you to doubt God’s control? 

■ If God is truly on the throne, how could he “ordain” such afflictions, “overrule” them, 

and “sanctify” them? 

➢ God vindicates the suffering of the Israelites and many others through the death of Sisera at the hand 

of Jael. 

○ What comfort is there in God’s justice breaking into the present in this and other acts of 

judgment? 

○ What hope is there for a full and final accounting of injustice when Jesus returns? 

○ How does the cross change our means and hope for justice? (See the Wolterstorff excerpt). 

 

➢ God’s sovereignty demands and enables a response. 

○ Why are divine sovereignty and human responsibility “friends”, not needing to reconcile? 

○ Why are we neither robots nor is God detached and impotent? 

○ How do we see God’s control and human agency working in the passage? 

 

➢ The sermon asked us to fill in the blank: “Because God is on the throne, because Jesus is risen from 

the dead, because what I do matters in this world, I will . . .” 

○ What specific response is God’s sovereignty leading you towards today? How do you fill in the 

blank? 


