
Order of Worship 

March 8th, 2020 
  

“God speaks to us: not only to move us to do what he wants, but to enable us to know him so that 
we may love him.  Therefore, God sends his word to us in the character of both information and 
invitation. It comes to woo us as well as to instruct us; it not merely puts us in the picture of what 
God has done and is doing but also calls us into personal communion with the loving Lord 
himself.”  

JI Packer, Knowing God, 110. 
  
  

“For this is the will of God: your sanctification.”  
1 Thessalonians 4:3 

  
  

“The point of all this learning is to prepare to add one’s own contribution to the supreme 
reformation project, which is God’s restoration of all things that have been corrupted by evil . . . 
When Christians strive to make God’s purposes their own, they tilt forward to God’s restoration 
of all things, the final coming of the kingdom. They think about it, pray for it, study and work in 
ways that accord with it. Thinking personally as well as globally, they want the kingdom to come 
in their own hearts as well as in the whole world.” 

Cornelius Plantinga 
  

GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
  

Come Thou Almighty King 
  
Call to Worship                                                  
  

Crown Him With Many Crowns 
  
Sovereign Over Us 

  
Call to Confession 
  
Confession of Sin 
  

Leader: Lamb of God, we are burdened. 
  

We do not love you as we should. 
We forget our dependence on you and do not honor you. 
Instead of glorifying you, we try to bring ourselves glory. 

  

Leader: Lamb of God, we are burdened. 
  

We do not love others as we should. 
We hurry through our days and miss opportunities to be your hands and feet. 
We judge quickly and respond thoughtlessly. 

  

Leader: Lamb of God, we are burdened. 
  



We are weighed down by the bad things that are done to us. 
We hold grudges, harbor bad feelings, and believe lies told about us. 

  

Leader: Lamb of God, we are burdened. 
  

We are overwhelmed by our sin and the sins of others. 
Man of sorrows, you know our pain and suffering. 
By your wounds we are healed. 
Take our burdens, we pray, and free us from the sin that so easily entangles. Amen. 

  
Silent Confession 
  
Assurance of Pardon 

This saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that we, free from sins, might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds we have been healed. 

from 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24 
  

God With Us 
  
Passing of the Peace of Christ 

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.                         
All: And also with you. 
  

*Children ages 3-2nd grade are dismissed to their worship class.* 
  
Welcome and Prayers of the People                                                            John Lenham 
  
Offering and Doxology                                                                                My Lighthouse 
  
Life Together                                                                                               David Speakman 
  

ATTENDING TO GOD’S WORD 
  

“Knowing and Doing the Will of God”                                               David Speakman 
  

19 So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah of 
flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the 
terebinth and presented them. 20 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened 
cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the 
LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. 
And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the 
LORD vanished from his sight. 22 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon 
said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23 But the LORD said to 
him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and 
called it, The LORD Is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites. 

  

25 That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, and the second bull seven years old, and 
pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it 26 and build an 
altar to the LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the 
second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.” 27 So 
Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had told him. But because he was too afraid of 



his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by night. 
  

28 When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and 
the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 29 And 
they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?” And after they had searched and inquired, they said, 
“Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.” 30 Then the men of the town said to Joash, “Bring out your 
son, that he may die, for he has broken down the altar of Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it.” 31 But 
Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever 
contends for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his 
altar has been broken down.” 32 Therefore on that day Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal 
contend against him,” because he broke down his altar. 

  

33 Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came together, and they crossed 
the Jordan and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 But the Spirit of the LORD clothed Gideon, and he 
sounded the trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. 35 And he sent messengers 
throughout all Manasseh, and they too were called out to follow him. And he sent messengers to Asher, 
Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet them. 

  

36 Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said, 37 behold, I am laying 
a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the ground, 
then I shall know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose 
early next morning and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with 
water. 39 Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak just once more. Please 
let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground let 
there be dew.” 40 And God did so that night; and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there 
was dew. 

Judges 6:19-40 
  

Leader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God 
  

*Children return to join their families* 
  
FEASTING AT THE LORD’S TABLE 

Leader:   The Lord be with you.  
All:  And also with you. 
Leader:   Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   Therefore let us proclaim the mystery of the faith. 
All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

  
Lord’s Supper Instructions 

 The Lord’s Supper is open to anyone who is trusting in Jesus’ death and  
resurrection alone for his or her redemption. 

 People come forward from the back rows first to receive the elements. 

 White grape juice in cups and gluten-free crackers are available at the left and right stations.  
 At the middle station, you may receive from the common loaf and cup. We follow the practice of 

intinction where you dip the bread in the wine. 

 If you need prayer, there is a group (including elders) available to pray for anyone in need of prayer 
in the kitchen. There is also a group of women in the room next to the Connections kiosk who can 



pray for women. The Lord’s Supper is available in both prayer rooms. 

 Young children who have made a profession of faith may partake in the Lord’s Supper when they 
have met with and been approved by the Session.  
 

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin 

Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need and may turn from every false 
satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, 
and run with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. 
Amen. 
  
Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth 

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant that I might be undaunted by the cost of 
following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide me, teach me, 
and open to me the reality of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, 
and that leads to the life that you promise. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Belief 
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but through you I am more 
loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the 
cross, and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
  

  
Abide With Me 

  
ENGAGING GOD’S WORLD 
  

A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
  
Benediction 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord makes his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

Numbers 6:24-26 
  

 


