
Life Groups @ Hope Spring  2020 

 

Renew: Returning the Heartbeat of Hope 

“Renew: Christ’s Kingdom” 

Matthew 20: 1-16 

 

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 

 

“Grace is God loving, God stooping, God coming to the rescue, God giving himself generously in and through 

Jesus Christ.” - John Stott 

 

“No matter how much we give lip service to the notion of free grace and dying love, we do not like it. It is just too 

... indiscriminate.  It lets rotten sons and crooked tax farmers and common tarts into the kingdom, and it thumbs 

its nose at really good people.  And it does that, gallingly, for no more reason than the Gospel's shabby 

exaltation of dumb trust over worthy works.” - Robert Capon 

 

“Grace cannot prevail…until our lifelong certainty that someone is keeping score has run out of steam and 

collapsed.” - Robert Capon 

 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 

 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there lingering 

questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 

➢ One of the real dynamics of Christ’s Kingdom is that it is “here” and “not here” at the same time!  

○ How do you see the Kingdom’s presence and forward momentum? 

○ Where do you see Christ’s Kingdom seemingly absent and/or in retreat? 

○ How do you navigate that tension personally? How do we steward that tension as a church? 

 

➢ Jesus offers this very challenging parable as corrective and an encouragement. 

○ What is he aiming at for correction? 

○ What is he seeking to encourage? 

○ How does the parable connect to the context of his discussion with the disciples about the little 

children coming to Him (19:13-15), the rich young man walking away sad (19:16-25), and 

Peter’s revealing, honest question in 19:27? 

 

➢ Grace is a word that is often on our lips around Hope and in our circles. 

○ How does John Stott’s definition above strike you? 

○ What do you make of Capon’s assertion that as much as we talk about grace, there’s a part of 

us that thinks grace is not discriminating enough? 

 

➢ When have you experienced, recently or in the past, the surprise of grace, like the 11th hour workers? 

 

➢ While the master’s grace surprised and satisfied one set of workers, it angered and scandalized the 

first hour laborers. 

○ Why do you think it was so offensive for them? For us? 

○ At what point did the gift of grace become an entitlement?  

○ Where in your life are you tempted to nurse the feeling of being slighted? Where do 

competition, comparison, and deserving win the day in relationships, thoughts, and actual 

practice? How are you tempted to scorn God’s generosity and sovereignty? 

 

➢ One commentary I read worked hard to emphasize that Jesus is not offering this parable as a model 

for running a successful business. 

○ What’s your opinion/gut-reaction to this eccentric landowner being so loose with his funding 

model and hiring practices?  

○ At some level do we think God comes off looking like an eccentric landowner who is too  

gracious and loose with his love and grace? Is God just foolish in his loving ways? 

 

➢ How does Jesus' explanation of how grace will come to us (Mt 20:17-19) distinguish between free grace 

and cheap grace? 


