
Life Groups @ Hope Summer  2020 

 

Renew: Returning the Heartbeat of Hope 

“Renew: Waiting and Working for Heaven” 

Matthew 11:1-6; Revelation 7:9-10, 21:1-4, 22:1-5 

 

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion: 

 

“In Jesus Christ we witness the long-awaited vindication and effective demonstration of God’s 

kingship in the world.  The coming of Christ is the climax of the whole history of redemption as 

recorded in the Scriptures.  The rightful king has established a beachhead in his territory and calls 

on his subjects to press his claims ever farther in creation.” - Al Wolters, Creation Regained 

 

“Most respectable Christians do have the biblical habit of praying for the kingdom to come, but 

when their lives are good their prayers for the kingdom sometimes fade.  People whisper their 

prayers for the kingdom, so that God can’t quite hear them. ‘Your kingdom come,’ they say, ‘but not 

right away.’  When our earthly kingdoms have had a good year, we don’t necessarily long for the 

kingdom of God to break in.  We like our own setup just fine.” - Cornelius Plantinga 

 

“If we believe in the kingdom of God we will pray and we will hope for those without much hope left. 

We will drive through the fog of doubt that descends on even the keenest believers . . . We will work 

and study in the same direction as we hope.  According to Lewis Smedes, hoping for others is hard, 

but not the hardest.  Praying for others is hard, but not the hardest.  The hardest task for people 

who believe in the second coming of Jesus Christ is in ‘living the sort of life that makes people say, 

‘Ah, so that’s how people are going to live when righteousness takes over our world.” - Cornelius 

Plantinga 

 

 

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response: 

 

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Are there 

lingering questions to be answered or rabbit trails to be followed for you?  

 

➢ How has our extended reflection upon and discussion of heaven been for you so far? 

○ What are you looking forward to most of all about heaven? 

○ What is the most difficult thing to conceive of about heaven for you personally? For the 

larger world? 

○ What popular, cultural notions about heaven have been challenged by our reflection 

on what the Bible has to say about heaven? 

 

➢ The passages for this Sunday give voice to the tension of God’s Kingdom being “here” and 

“not here” at the same time. 

○ How do you experience the tension of the “already” and “not yet” of heaven personally? 

○ How do you see the tension in our culture and larger world? 

○ Is the tension more frustrating or encouraging for you? Why? 

 

➢ The trick of navigating the already and the not yet of heaven seems to be laboring to bring 

the “up there” of heaven to the “down here” of earth. 

○ Why is it crucial to be on the receiving of Jesus’ work before and during our efforts to 

“colonize earth with the life of heaven”? 

○ What specific ways are you or would you like to be bringing “up there” to “down here”? 


