
Life Groups @ Hope Winter/Spring 2022

Luke: Journey to Jerusalem

“A Litany of Lost Things”

Luke 15:1-32

Thoughts to Shape and Spark Discussion:

“When the younger son returns, Christ reports for us the words of the son to his father, but does not give

anything about a speech of the father to his son. For in reality, the father substitutes kisses for words and

replaces assertion with expression and eyes speak for the tongue.”

Rev. Dr. Ibrahim Sa’id, Quoted in Poet & Peasant by Kenneth Bailey

“For my entire life I had been quite responsible, traditional, and homebound. But, I suddenly saw my jealousy,

my anger, my touchiness, doggedness and sullenness, and, most of all, my subtle self-righteousness. I saw how

much of a complainer I was and how much of my thinking and feeling was ridden with resentment. I was the

elder son for sure, but just as lost as his younger brother, even though I had stayed ‘home’ all my life.”

Henri Nouwen, The Return of the Prodigal Son

“These parables are truly a reassurance to those lost sheep who have strayed. But they are also a warning -

and this aspect of their message is generally missed. Men and women everywhere prefer to build communities

that affirm their choices, that share their values, that keep out those who might bring unrighteousness to their

neighborhoods.”

Gary Burge, Jesus, The Middle Eastern Storyteller

Themes and Questions to Guide Reflection and Response:

➢ What from the Scripture passage or the sermon made an impression upon you? Do you have

unanswered questions about the passage?

➢ What is God showing you about Himself and yourself in this passage?

➢ What is the context of these parables? Why is the context so important to understanding the passage?

➢ In Ezekiel 34:1-10, God says that the “shepherds of Israel” are not searching for their lost sheep.

○ Who are the “shepherds of Israel”? What might it look like for them to search for the lost

sheep?

○ Why does Jesus invite the Pharisees and scribes to see themselves as shepherds? How might

this have been humbling for them?

➢ Both the younger son and older son sin against the father.

○ The sins of the younger son are particularly heinous. If Jesus is painting a picture of sin and

its effects for his audience, do you think he’s exaggerating? Or, is this picture realistic?

○ Does the older brother disobey the father? If so, how? If not, how does he still sin against the

father?

➢ In the quote above, Gary Burge says that this passage is both a reassurance and a warning.

○ How is this passage a reassurance to those who are lost?

○ How could this passage be a warning?

○ While many of us can identify with both the younger and older sons, which son do you identify

with more?

➢ The father is extremely kind to both sons.

○ Take some time to reflect on and discuss every time the father shows kindness toward his

sons.

○ Does this father seem too good to be true? How does Jesus point us to our heavenly Father in

this parable?

➢ What is Jesus’ invitation in these parables?

○ Why does that both demand a personal response and give us hope?


